Report writing and testimony.
Guidelines for providing competent and fair medicolegal reports and testimony are provided. Among them are (1) remaining within one's area of clinical competence when performing medicolegal work, (2) obtaining board certification from a legitimate specialty board, (3) considering the patients' claims and diagnoses from the opposing medicolegal viewpoint, and (4) Performing differential diagnosis in each case. Experts are asked to strive for honesty, fairness, thoroughness, and accuracy while avoiding the attempts at persuasion which sometimes are made by legal referral sources.